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A story of Longing & Loss

MERCED TELLS the heartbreaking story of her shop
burning down. Name a time in your own life or work when
you experienced heartbreaking loss.

HOW HAS THIS EXPERIENCE

of loss shaped your vocation?
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MERCED TALKS ABOUT longing both for
her granddaughter’s future and also to open
her own shop again. Five years from now,
what dream do you hope will be fulfilled?

HOW DOES THIS LONGING shape
your actions, habits, practices, and

conversations in your daily work?

IN A WAY, MERCED’S STORY mirrors the story

of Job in that it is filled with loss, yet both Merced
and Job praise the name of the Lord. How might you
work to embody gratitude in the midst of your own
vocational longings and losses?
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